C reactive protein (CRP) is metabolised by the fetal liver' and has been shown, using semiquantitative latex agglutination2 and electroimmunodiffusion techniques,3 to be present in the serum of both capillary and cord blood obtained from full term neonates. Increases in serum CRP concentrations during infections in neonates have also been recorded, and it has been suggested that the measurement 
Results
All the cord CRP concentrations in blood samples taken within 1 h of birth were <1 0 mg/l, with 31 of 60 neonates having values of <0-1 mg/l (Figure) . The corresponding maternal serum CRP concentrations, also taken within 1 h of birth, were overall higher than the values in neonates, with a mean (+SD) of 9-6 mg/l (+7.6). 
